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Having left Italy and settled down in Austria, Toté takes a train trip to his hometown. He is
longing for something inexplicable. He goes to Calabria in order to find the substance of his
vague longing and a solution for something he left behind in his life. In his hometown, he
comes to face the traces of life by encountering his old acquaintances, looking around the
town and visiting the beach. Instead of recording it in a biographical way, the director Peter
Schreiner, captures his emotion and psychology, and embodies what Toté feels and thinks as
an emotional documentary on screen. In Totd, his narration, image and sound are organized
well like the flow of consciousness. The contemplatively still black & white screen visualizes
Totd’s emotion and thoughts, while the extreme close-shots visually describe his inner mono-
logue and the sound of breathing metaphors the continuity of consciousness. Contemplation
on life and death, the substance of longing and reflecting on something we have forgotten,
lead to the fundamental question of our existence. Although it can be replaced by a simple
question like what the meaning of life is, this film delivers his journey as something to be rec-
ognized, and a sentimental realization. The journey unfolds a sentimental poem written with
the beauty of brevity and self-control. (Ham Ju-ri)
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Director, Screenwriter, Cinematographer, Editor
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Producer Gerhard Kastler
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Born in 1957, Vienna, Austria. He studied at Vienna's
Film Academy and has made documentary films since
1982. His major works are Erste Liebe (1983), Kinderfilm
(198s), Bellavista (2006), and etc.
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